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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-20 and 22-27 are presented for examination. Claim 21 is canceled. 



EXAMINER' S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to appUcant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Jason Feldmar, Reg. No. 39,187 on 9/19/2005. 



3 . The appUcation has been amended as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) Image data processing apparatus, comprising a plurality of 
image processing systems in which each of said image processing systems has direct access to a 
respective frame storage means; and a network connecting said image processing systems 
together so as to allow each connected image processing system to indirectly access the frame 
storage means of [[the]] other connected image processing systems, wherein eac h connected 
image processing system comprises: 

(a) a local configuration file specifying details of [[its]] said image processing 
system's respective locally connected storage means; 

(b) a network configuration data structure; and 
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(c) network communication means, wherein, said network communication 
means is arranged to: 

(i) transmit details of [[its]] said image processing system's associated 
local configuration file to said other connected networked image systems; and 

(ii) automatically add local configuration details, from said other 
networked image systems, to [[its]] said image processing system's associated network 
configuration data structure in response to receiving the details of local configuration 
files d e tails fi-om said other connected networked image processing systems[[.]]^ 

wherein the local configuration details comprise framestore information for the 
respectively locally connected storage means and interface information for the image 
processing system: and 

the network configuration data structure comprises framestore information for 

each frame storage means connected to image processing system on the network and 
interface information for one interface for each image processing system on the network. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of automatically writing network configuration 
data structures in a networked image data processing environment, comprising a plurality of 
image processing systems in which each of said image processing systems has direct access to a 
respective frame storage means, wherein each image processing system includes a local 
configuration file specifying details of [[its]] said image processing system's respective locally 
connected storage means, a network configuration data structure, and network communication 
means; and a network connecting said image processing systems together so as to allow each 
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connected image processing system to indirectly access the frame storage means of [[the]] other 
connected image processing systems; wherein said method performs the steps of: 

transmitting details of said local syst e m configuration fHe [[data]] to said other connected 
networked processing systems, and 

automatically add local configuration details, from said other connected networked 
processing system, to the networked configuration data structure in response to receiving the 
details of local configuration files d e tails from other networked image processing systems[[.]]^ 

wherein the local configuration details comprise framestore information for the 
respectively locally connected storage means and interface information for the image processing 
system: and 

the network configuration data structure comprises framestore information for each frame 

storage means connected to image processing system on the network and interface information 
for one interface for each image processing system on the network. 

22. (Canceled). 

23. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[22]]Lwherein: 
(a) the framestore information comprises: 

(i) a name for a framestore; 

(ii) a hardware address for the framestore; and 

(iii) a framestore identification reference number; and 
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(b) the interface information comprises protocol and address information for every 
network to which the image processing system is connected. 

24. (Canceled). 

25. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[24]] 11 wherein: 

(a) the framestore information comprises: 

(i) a name for a framestore; 

(ii) a hardware address for the framestore; and 

(iii) a framestore identification reference number; and 

(b) the interface information comprises protocol and address information for every 
network to which the image processing system is connected. 

26. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the n e twork configuration 
data structur e comprises: 

fram e stor e information for each fram e storag e m e ans connected to imag e proc e ssing 

syst e ms on th e n e twork; and 

interface information for one interface for each image processing system on the network 
[[that]] identifies the fastest interface between each image processing system on the network 
and a current image processing system. 



27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the network configuration 
data structur e compris e s: 
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fram e store information for e ach frame storag e m e ans conn e ct e d to imag e proc e ssing 

syst e ms on th e n e twork; and 

interface information for one interface for each image processing system on the network [[that]] 
identifies the fastest interface between each image processing system on the network and a 
current image processing system. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4, Claims 1-20, 23 and 25-27 allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the prior art 
of record fairly teaches or suggests all of the limitation claimed especially the limitations of each 
image processing system comprising a local configuration file and a network configuration data 
structure; wherein the local configuration file comprises framestore information for the 
respective locally connected storage means of the image processing system and interface 
information for the image processing system and that the network configuration data structure 
comprises framestore information for each storage means connected to image processing systems 
on the network and interface information for one interface for each image processing system on 
the network. None of the prior art of record fairly teaches the image processing system to 
transmit its local configuration file details to other connected image processing systems and to 
use the local configuration file details received from other connected image processing systems 
to compose the network configuration data structure. Furthermore, none of the prior art of 
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record fairly suggests each image processing system to comprising both a corresponding local 
configuration file and a corresponding network configuration data structure. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenny Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272-3968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM to 5 PM Tue.-Fri, and every other Monday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Foilansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ksl / 
September 19, 2005 




